
 
 

 2017 Project Support II – Panel Results and Comments 

 Old Brooklyn Community Development Corporation 

 
  

 

Your Project Title: Cleveland Summer Cinema: at Loew Park 

Your Project Summary: For the last two years Old Brooklyn CDC has put on a summer movie series located 

in the heart of our community: Loew Park.  This past year nearly 10,000 guests attended the weekly 

movies which included a farmers market.  Also new this year was a partnership with the local families 

group which brought in arts, culture and education programming for children every week.  Next year 

OBCDC plans to further expand this to include adult and family cultural and educational experiences all 

summer. 

Final Score: Yes. Overall, the panel found that the applicant provided evidence throughout the application 

that the funding criteria were met.   

CAC Grant Amount: $5000 

 

To ensure an impartial and transparent application review process, CAC convened an online panel of arts 

and cultural professionals from outside the region who evaluated and scored eligible applications. 

Panelists scored each application based on the Funding Criteria—Public Benefit, Artistic and Cultural 

Vibrancy and Organizational Capacity—with an emphasis on Public Benefit. For more details regarding the 

panel process and full panelist bios, please review the Panel Guide. 

     

Shin Yu Pai      
(Seattle, WA) 

Ernest Disney-Britton 
(Indianapolis, IN) 

Al Jacobsen 
(Pittsburgh, PA) 

Leah Bowe                
(St. Paul, MN) 

Giuseppe Taurino 
(Houston, TX) 

 

Below you will find each panelist’s score and comment on your application in response to the question: 

With an emphasis on public benefit, does the applicant demonstrate evidence that it meets CAC’s three 

funding criteria? 

Note: Panelist scores and comments are presented in no particular order. 

Questions? Cuyahoga Arts & Culture is here to assist. Please contact: 
 

Dan McLaughlin    Roshi Ahmadian 
manager – project support  associate – communications & grant programs 
dmclaughlin@cacgrants.org     rahmadian@cacgrants.org 

 216-515-8303 x101   216-515-8303 x109  

http://www.cacgrants.org/assets/ce/Documents/Project%20Support/2017%20PS%20II%20Panel%20Guide%20for%20Web%20with%20Panelists.pdf
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Score: Yes 

Comment: I would like to recommend full CAC funding for Old Brooklyn CDCs annual summer movie 

series, Cleveland Summer Cinema: at Loew Park. This event provides clear public benefit - it engages the 

public via free film and educational programming for kids throughout the Loew Park neighborhood all 

summer long. The Summer Cinema project contributes to the artistic and cultural vibrancy of the 

neighborhood by using diverse arts and cultural professionals from a  variety of local participants - LGBT, 

Latino, and African-American performers are specifically highlighted in the application. The OBCDC has 

clear sponsor support for its series and I see no issue with their organizational capacity. 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: YES - This application meets the funding criteria. They have a strong public benefit and working 

relationships in the community that are meaningful. They also have a vibrant cultural program that is 

attractive to their local community that they want to expand with more activities. They also have the 

organizational capacity to bring all the elements together, and they have a track record of success for two 

years. The issue, however, is that the applicant is a classic example of a narrative that reads as if speaking 

from a different voice in different parts of the application. One of the several examples is that expected 

participants are projected at 15,000 in one section; 3,500 in another; and then it is broken into 700 guests 

each of 5 weeks for another. As a grant writer, I encourage them to stick with one number and if the 

contrast is needed, then use it such as "700 guests every week for five consecutive weeks for a total of 

3,500." Help the reviewer, and don't make them work for understanding. Regarding the 15,000 figure, I 

assume that it is for the audience outside the scope of the application ...  and if so, it should have been 

3,500 too. I also challenge the applicant to re-look at this connection between their goal and their progress 

measures. If the goal is 3,500 local adults, how do you measure that? The answer provided in this 

application is more about how to reach them, and not about measuring them. The application meets the 

criteria but could be strengthened next year. 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: Yes, this application meets the funding criteria. Its strongest element is explaining how the 

cinema/cultural series fits into your strategic plan, specifically that you are trying to bring the diversity of 

your community together in a meaningful way through movies and arts from different cultures 

represented in your community. This plus the fact that it is open to the public demonstrates public benefit. 

It is fresh and the added arts elements working with respected partners proves vibrancy. Finally, capacity 

is evident with a measurable goal and sufficient budget. Your secured sponsorships other funding is a plus 

as well. Just make sure the number you list for project expenses matches the total expenses listed in the 

budget. 

Panelist 1 

Panelist 2 

Panelist 3 
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Score: Yes 

Comment: Yes - This free outdoor film series serves several minority and ethnic populations and also seeks 

to include children, families and multigenerational audiences. Applicant has clear outreach plan and key 

community partners in place, as well as plans to secure additional support through other funders. 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: Yes, this application meets the funding criteria. This project shows great public benefit for its 

community, and seems to also make great use of community partners/collaborator. I love that the 

program's objective is to serve families who "don't have resources to take trips in the summer." This 

demonstrates making use of a knowledge of community to drive work. I also appreciate the applicant's 

desire to build on an already successful programming to meet the changing needs of the neighborhood. 

The recognition of diversity as a neighborhood strength and the determination that changing 

demographics must be embraced "by educating and exposing residents to new and old neighbors" 

indicates the applicant is conscious of understanding its community, and establishes the project as one 

with not only the capability to contribute to lively and energetic neighborhoods, but one that also employs 

a process of reflection that allows for continuous improvement. The budget is clear, and the proposal, 

overall, paints a very vivid picture. 

 

 

Panelist 4 

Panelist 5 


